[Acute necrotizing herpetic encephalitis with a spontaneously improving clinical course].
A 70 year-old-man with recurrent herpetic keratitis had a meningo-encephalitis with transient left hemiplegia and disorders of consciousness. EEG disclosed periodic slow waves on the right temporal region. Isotope and CT scans showed focal abnormalities in the same region. Antibodies to herpes simplex virus were demonstrated by complement fixation in serum and specific antiherpes IgG and IgM by immunofluorescence assay in serum and CSF. A year later the patient had a status epilepticus. CT scan showed a large right temporal hypodense area. CSF was abnormal with pleiocytosis, increased protein and IgG levels. High titers of antiherpes IgG persisted in serum and CSF. Neuropsychological tests did not demonstrate any memory impairment. The occurrence of persistent inflammation after herpes simplex encephalitis is discussed. The unusual benign course without antiviral therapy, may be related to the reactivation of a latent infection with an efficient immunological response. The unilateral temporal necrosis may explain the absence of amnestic sequelae.